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Criticism of the Theory

• There have been several thinkers who have criticized the
theory given by Malthus like Opperheim, Graham, Alexander
Gray, Nicolson etc

• According to many of his critics. It is wrong to believe that
population increases by geometrical proportion. According to
them. According to them these days mainly due to the spread
of education people are themselves quite conscious and do
not unnecessarily wish to increase their family size.

• Malthus tried to prove that everybody is interested to
increase their family size and that all the children born in a
family will survive. But that is not true, usually it is observed
that in communities were birth rate is high, death rate is also
very high.
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• Prof, Cannan has also criticized Malthus in his own way,
according to him it is wrong to believe that there is always a
direct link between population growth and food increase, as
Malthus has tried to establish.

• Malthus has also been criticized for his creating confusion
between the desire to produce a child and the mating of
married couples whereas mating is a natural desire and many
a times uncontrollable, desire to produce a child is not there
and many a time people co habit but not with the desire to
produce children.



• Malthus was of the view that food products increase by
arithmetical ratio and as such it will not be possible to meet
needs of population which is increasing by geometrical ratio.
But his prophecy about food increasing is not giving a true
picture because nations are trying and using new scientific
means and methods to ensure that maximum food output is
available to the society.

• Another criticism which has been advanced against Malthus
is that he has suggested certain unnatural means and
methods of checking population growth. If these were really
followed then human behaviour was bound to become
unnatural.
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• Malthus has tried to establish that population is related to food
production , but again he is mistaken. He has forgotten the living
standard of people and population growth is linked with the capacity of
the nation to have favourable international balance of trade, improved
medical facilities and education, etc.

• Malthus has talked about pressure on land. Obviously he is thinking of
land already under plough. He has forgotten that there are vast tracts of
land which are lying barren and these can be brought under plough, this
land when cultivated can feed the increasing population.

• If Malthus theory is accepted then there can be nothing else but only
frustration and every child who is born will be considered a social curse,
which is no way socially less harmful and damaging for the society.

• According to Marx, ”Malthus was altogether a plagiarist by profession”



Relevance of the Theory

• Though Malthus has been much criticized fot his theory, yet it
is wrong to think that this was without any basis. In fact there
are many elements of truth in that. The very fact that his
theory has been so seriously studied all over the world and
drew attention of almost every important thinkers of his time
proves that the theory was of great significance.

• Then it has been pointed out that even today fundamentals of
Malthusian theory remains unchanged and has not been
refuted in any manner. As Prof. Walker has pointed out that
the fact remains that in every society every person is trying to
increase his requirements of life which puts additional
burden.



Neo-Malthusianism

• Recently Neo-Malthusianism has come to the front like Marie
Stopes, Margaret Sanger, Drisdale etc. These thinkers have
faith with whatsoever Malthus said about population growth
was absolutely correct. Neo-Malthusians believe that without
any effect on the sexual pleasure of the people, the growth of
population should be checked by the use of artificial methods
of birth control.

• Though criticized yet Malthus is very seriously studied
through out the world, even today. His basic principle that
population growth should be checked is very much
appreciated by the propagators of family planning
programme.


